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This is the letter sent by University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation 

Trust to patients having Remicade. It was adapted from an example provided 

by the NHS PrescQIPP programme.  

This letter is an example used in the NICE technology appraisal adoption 

support resource for introducing biosimilar versions of infliximab, and was not 

produced, commissioned or sanctioned by NICE.  

 

This letter is for you to adapt for your patient(s). Please ensure that you customise 
the text highlighted in yellow so that the information is appropriate. Please also 
check that once you have made your amendments important information is not split 
across two pages without an instruction to continue on to the second page. 

 

You have been given this letter as you are currently being treated with a drug called 

infliximab for Rheumatoid arthritis/Ankylosing spondylitis/Psoriatic 

arthritis/Psoriasis/Ulcerative colitis/ Adult Crohn's disease [delete as appropriate]. 

The brand name that the makers of infliximab give their medicine is Remicade. 

Remicade belongs to a group of drugs called “biologic medicines”.  

Biologic medicines like Remicade are initially manufactured by a single 

pharmaceutical company. However, after an agreed number of years other 

companies are also allowed to produce their own copies of the medicine. 

Simple medicines, like paracetamol, are relatively easy to produce and copy and the 

resulting copies are known as “generic” medicines. Biologic medicines, like 

Remicade, are more complicated to produce and to copy. A copy of a biologic 

medicine is called a “biosimilar”. This means that the medicine produced will be 

“similar” to the original biologic. 

There is now a “biosimilar” version of Remicade available in the UK. This biosimilar 

will be sold by two different companies and will have two different brand names. 

However both products contain the same version of infliximab. This biosimilar 

version has been thoroughly tested and analysed. The authorities that regulate 

medicines in the UK have said that the biosimilar version of infliximab is just as safe 

and effective as Remicade. 

The biosimilar versions of infliximab are available to the NHS at a much lower price 

than Remicade. In order to make the most of this opportunity we would like to 
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suggest that patients like you, who are already being treated with Remicade, 

consider switching to the biosimilar version.  

Please be assured that we would not be offering this alternative medicine unless we 

were completely confident that it was just as safe and effective as your current 

medication. We do not expect any patients to experience problems as a result of 

switching to the biosimilar infliximab. However if you do decide to switch to the 

biosimilar and you do experience any problems you will need to discuss this with 

your nurse, or doctor, at the hospital where you receive your treatment. 

If you would like any more information regarding biosimilar infliximab or if you have 

any questions regarding any of the issues raised in this letter please feel free to 

discuss them with us. 


